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The Historic Positioning and Contemporary Traits in the
Coming Civil Code of P. R. of China

ZHANG Wenxian

Abstract: The modern era of socialism with Chinese character sets the stage of formulating the Civil
Code of the P. R. of China, as well as positioning its historic development and endowing its contemporary
traits. Against this backdrop, China is in an urgent and unprecedented need of a Civil Code reflecting not only
Chinese characteristics but also international standard. The profound changes in the main social contradiction
and the keen expectation of Chinese people on democracy, rule of law, social justice, protection of human
rights, respect for property rights, ecological civilization, social harmony, determines that the coming Civil
Code of the P. R. of China shall stick to several fundamental principles such as people-centered,
rights-based, ratiojuris-justified, constitution-guided, and science-supported.

Keywords: Civil Code; Constitution; Ratio Juris; Historic Positioning; Modern Spirit
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